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SCANDALS IN THE CHURCH: In Rome and Boston

REPORTER'S NOTEBOOK

In Rome, Eyebrows Rise
Without a Firestorm

By DANIEL J.WAKIN

ROME. April 23 — As American
television networks were flying in
equipment and correspondents, men
from a Bavarian fraternal order

dressed In lederhosen and peaked Al
pine caps carried 20-foot flags down
Ihe aisles of one of Rome's most an
cient churches, Santa Maria in Tras-
tevere.

They were there last weekend to
take part in a Mass in honor of the
75th birthday of Cardinal Josef Ratz-
inger of Germany, a ritual in a city
that now finds itself the site of a very
contemporary event, an emergency

meeting of American cardinals at
the Vatican to confront the sexual

abuse of minors by priests.
For all the urgency felt in the par

ishes of Boston. New York and else
where in the United States. Rome
has shown itself to be more blase.

Maybe this city has seen too much
history, toomuch church influence,
too much anticlericalisra to care
much.

Italy, after all, is a country where
crucifixes are found on courtroom
walls yet where a twisty kind of pas-

. ta dish called priest choker, or stroz-
aapreti, is on menus.

Also, until Tuesday's papal pro
nouncement, the press had given the
event modest coverage. The news
has been dominated by stories like
the French election and speculation
on what caused a small plane (o
crash into Milan's tallest building.

Giovanni Gallini, 33, who runs a
newsstand across the Tiber River on

Corso Vittorio Emmanuele, the ave
nue tnai leaus lo ihe Vatican, said he
had a vague idea about what was go
ing on the other side of the river.
"They are coming to talk, the cardi
nals?" Mr. Gallini said. "About
what?"

He segued quickly into a critique.
"The church is 2,000years, and it has
always made us believe things which
are not true. Its manipulation of his
tory is well-known." he said. His girl
friend, Roberta Cottone. also took the

long view, saying; "The pedophilia
of priests has exited for centuries.
They are just beeer at covering it up
here."

From Reticent to Talkative

The word "ectraordinary" was
used often when :his week's meeting
between Vaticaiiofficials and Ameri

can cardinals ws announced. On the
summit's first cby, there certainly
were some strikhg moments.

Cardinals, normally deeply re
spectful of one mother's independ
ence and prerogaives. rarely reveal
their private corversations. But to
day. it seemed, cardinals were giving
interviews left aid right, describing
the talks with thiir fellow prelates.

For example, here was Cardinal
Francis E. Geoge of Chicago ad
dressing an audiorium full of refin
ers, describing vhat Cardinal Ber
nard F. Law of Boston said at a
preliminary gattering of the Ameri
cans on Monday night.

"He started on saying that in a
sense if he had n»t made some terri
ble mistakes, weprohably would not
be here, and he ^logized for that,"
Cardinal George iaid. "He's facing it
very clearly. He (idn't speak about a
possible resignaion and was not
asked about that"

Two Remain liglit>Lipped

The cardinal'smeeting sometimes
had the whiff ofa political conven
tion. There were sound trucks and
boom mikes, souid bites and spin.

Tho cardinals A-cre talking freely
with reporters, vhich Is not surpris
ing. given the cttlcism that Ameri
can church leadirs have hidden the
problem to avoic scandaL

Bishop Wilton Gregory of Belle
ville. III., the praident of the United
States Conferene of Catholic Bish

ops, stressed tit bishops' commit
ment to opennes during the meet
ing.

"I spoke honealy and openly about

i?r- ••'ife- :.

D»vHj L. Ryvi'The Bosion Globe

Cardinal Francis E. George ofChicago, left, andBishop Wilton Gregory ofBelleville, Dl., talked duringa newsconference yesterday at the Vatican.

the need to be transparent in our
handling of these cases," Bishop
Gregory said he told Pope John Paul
IL

One of the most talkative cardinals
has been Theodore E. McCarrick of
Washington. He and other cardinals
have gone on a charm offensive with
the news media. On Tuesday, Cardi
nal George called news coverage of
the scandal a "moment of grace"
because it exposed wrongdoing.

Two cardinals have declined all
interview requests and made no pub
lic appearances. They are Cardinal
Law and Cardinal Edward M. Egan
of New York, who has faced criti
cism for his handling of pedophile
priests while bishop of Bridgeport,
Conn.

Anguish and Perspective

Some people in Rome have a foot
in two worlds. They are the seminar
ians at the North .American College,
where a number of the American

cardinals are staying.
Timothy McMorland, 30, of Wash

ington, is a deacon and wUl be or
dained on May 25.

Mr. McMorland said that when he

first heard reports about John J.
Geoghan, the former Boston priest
whose molestation of young boys
sparked the scandal, he thought it
was an isolated case. Then word

about the scandal entered the semi

nary walls through newscasts from
the United States and Internet sites.

"I was totally outraged." he said.
But living in Rome, ai the center of
Catholicism, gave him perspective, '
he said.

"This does not represent the
church as a whole. The church is

filled with sinners, and if you look
around you. you see that." he said.
"We live in the midst of stories of

saints and sinners here, of popes
great and infamous. And yet the
church has survived."


